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From 1859 to the present, the name Paul Smiths has meant different things to visitors and residents

of the Adirondack Mountains of northern New York. In the 19th century, the name was synonymous

with a grand hotel on the shores of Lower St. Regis Lake and the wilderness guide who was its

founder. In the early 20th century, the hotel business expanded to include land sales, a railroad, a

telephone company, and the Paul SmithÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s Electric Power and Light Company, which

became the first electric provider in the region. After World War II, Paul SmithÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s College

was founded to provide quality liberal arts and technical associate-level degrees to returning

veterans and recent high school graduates. Today Paul SmithÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s College attracts students

from across America to the only baccalaureate-degree-granting institution in the six-million-acre

Adirondack Park.
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Title: Surprenant releases book on Paul SmithÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s Hotel and CollegeAuthor: Jon

HochschartnerPublisher: The Adirondack Daily EnterpriseDate: 5/20/2009Area resident Neil

Surprenant has recently added another volume to Arcadia Publishing's "Images of America" series

with "Paul Smith's Adirondack Hotel and College"-a book that is filled with archival photographs and

facts which detail a too-often-neglected piece of local history.Surprenant, who serves as Director of

Library and Educational Resources at Paul Smith's College, said his research into the subject spans



several decades."It took me a little over a year to put [the book] all together, but I've been studying

the history of Paul Smith's and the Adirondacks for 30 years. I started at Paul Smith's College in

1976. In the library they had this archive of old photos where most of the people were unidentified.

So I started taking pictures to the Brighton senior citizen's luncheons to see if they could identify

people. They could," Surprenant said. "Once they started identifying people, then they started telling

stories. That was the beginning for me."In selecting which photos to use in his book, from the 500 to

600 he reviewed, Surprenant's criteria was two-fold."I wanted to do a good job of telling the story of

Paul Smith's Hotel and College in a visual way," Surprenant said. "Plus, I was looking for interesting

pictures people hadn't seen before. I was trying to be as unique as possible."Surprenant

recommended his book to anyone interested in Adirondack history."The hospitality and tourism

industry is the backbone of the economy in the Adirondacks today," Surprenant said. "The Paul

Smith's hotel was one of the oldest, largest and most exclusive hotels ever in the Adirondacks. So

the story of [its] rise and fall is really a microcosm of the history of the hospitality and tourism

industry in the park."Surprenant said he was pleased with his work's economic performance so

far."I've been gratified at how positively it has been received. It's selling really well. I probably signed

forty books over graduation weekend."Copies of the book can be found in local bookstores or online

at www.arcadiapublishing.com.Title: New Book on Paul Smiths: the Hotel, College and

PeopleAuthor: Mary Thill Publisher: Adirondack AlmanackDate: 8/20/09Appollos Austin

Ã¢â‚¬Å“PaulÃ¢â‚¬Â• Smith was born on this date in Milton, Vermont, in 1825. A new book from

Arcadia Publishing's "Images of America" series provides a pictorial history of Paul Smiths, the

place, which is also largely the history of Paul Smith, the man.Smith came to the Adirondacks in his

early 20s to pursue a love of hunting and fishing and to work as a guide. He convinced his family to

move to Loon Lake and start a guest house. A wealthy visitor was so impressed with his managerial

and guiding talents he financed SmithÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s purchase of land on Lower St. Regis Lake to

establish a new resort for the enjoyment of families, not just hunters.As author Neil Surprenant

details, Paul SmithÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s Hotel was a huge success, and the charismatic owner became

famous for his hospitality, entrepreneurism and bonhomie. Surprenant, who is also library director at

Paul SmithÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s College (on the site of the former hotel), has assembled a well-chosen,

well-captioned collection of more than 200 photographs showing the opening of the hotel in 1859

through its heyday and expansion in the late 19th and early 20th century, to fire and hard times

during the 1930s, to its conversion into a college specializing in resort management and forestry in

1946, to the present-day four-year institution offering a variety of related degrees.Surprenant also

shows less-historical moments of life in Paul Smiths, including how big lawns were mowed before



motors (see page 61 for the answer) and how students pass time in their dorm rooms.The 127-page

book costs $21.99 and is available at local stores, online bookstores and through Arcadia

Publishing at www.arcadiapublishing.com or (888) 313-2665.

Neil Surprenant teaches history and is the director of the library at Paul SmithÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s College.

He lectures extensively on the history and development of the Adirondack Park, works for the

National Park Service on history and library projects, and has published numerous articles. The

photographs in Paul SmithÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s Adirondack Hotel and College have come from the college

archives.

Got my degree in forestry from there. Book brings back fond memories

Old photos and captions rich with personal stories and historical details make this a photo album

kind of journey, slow and nostalgic, through that bygone era of Paul Smith's grand hotel, and the

great camps.

i picked up this book to help me put a paper together for school regarding the rich history of the

Great Camp aspect of the Adirondack development, however after simply skimming the first chapter

I became engrossed by the quality of the pictures, the interest of the stories, and the overall quality

of the information. I have read it all 3 times and keep it by the coffee table to share with anyone who

might have interest in either photography or US history, very informative and engaging. Also, I aced

the paper, thank you Mr. Surprenant and Arcadia Press.

i have bought one before, 5 star. good . fast shipping. Great product! Cuts vegetables like butter.
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